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| GRANT'S DIPLOMACY RESUMED.

A Reconnoissance in Force on
the Left.

The Expedition Secures a Foot-
hold Across Hatoher’s Run.

in Goed Spirits.

DETAILS UP TO THE LATEST MOMENT.

Capture and Escape of a Eerald

{ COorrespondent,
1: “l “] hn
OUR SFE(CIAL DESPATCHES.
CITY POINT.

HMr. §. Codwallader's Despatches.
€rry Powvr, Fob. 5, 1885,

The encmy opened agaln lnst evening with ono or two
ene hundred-pounders on the right centre of the Ninth
gorpe, but without effecting any damsage. They probably
maspected some movement from that quarter; or they
may only bhave wished to contradict the rumors afloat
among us of the partial evacustion of Petersburg and
the withdrawal of their hoavy guns. Our batteries ro-
plied warmly for an hour, when the firing coased on both
sides,

Weather warm, balmy, and ipclined to be showery.
Meroury at forty-four degrees in the shads at-nine o'clock
ibls morning.

: Crrr Pomer, Feb. 6, 1865,
RBCONNOIANCE IN THE DIRECTION OF HATCHER'S RON,
Parts of the Becond and Third corps, with Gregg's di-

wision of cavalry, were moved around on the left toward

Hateher's run, for the purpose of reconnoltering in force,

and destroying, if possible, the wagon trains and other

moans of communication between the enemy’s right and

Bloney croek station. No. g 1 emgag WaS 6X-

mvuﬁ'nn and the Troops | nirast

unceasing shower of musketry, which sené him recling
back to his cover.
Lo
Our loss was considerabls, but doubtiess much less
than the enemy's, as we were covered by ourworks
General Humpreys rode om o the field soon after the
attack commenced and remained until it was over, per-

Mr. L. A. Hendrick's Despateh.
Hrapqua Fora Amey Conrs,
In fus Fisio, Jan. 88 P, M. }

MARCHING ORDERS.

Last evening came orders for the corps to move at

daylight this morning. It was not generally kmown

what the movement was to be, the direction we were to

take, or the object sought to be socomplished An in-

low next and General Crawford's division come last;
that acoompanying the infantry would be s certain num-
ber of batteries; that ambulances and the ammunition
train would bring up the rear; that all were to have four
days’ rationa on their persons, and that behind would

it was a little after the appolnted time before the column
got in motion. The marning was delightfully clear, thers
waa nothing of the sharpness of winter |n the air, though
the roads were hard and solid, and in many places a
cloud of dust traced the devious direction of the moving
column. It seemed more like the commencement of &
spring campalgn than a midwinter march. I have never
soon the troops in better spirits, and that, too, notwith-
sanding the abandonment of their comfortable log houses
and the prospeet before them of posaibly unintermitting

pected, % far as 1 can learn.  None haa certainly taken
pince, although some flerce chargea were made on the
Baecohd corps towards &ix o'clock last evening, In which
‘we probably lost bnltwm three and four hundred in
killed and wounded. The ground taken up by our troops
&a they advanced has been continuonsly held, and the
webels repalsed in every asssult they have made upon us.

‘We encamped last night on the ground from which the
enemy were driven as we approached through the day,
snd by throwing up soms hasty defences were fully able
%0 repel any attack he might conclude to make wpom us.

At daylight this morning everything was quiet, and it
wraa not known whether our troops were sxpected Lo push
thoe recomnolsance farther, to erect substantial works
scanscting with the left of our main line, or to return Lo
their original positions in the vicinity of the Weldon Rail

i THE CHARACTER OF THE EXENY'S WORKA

The rebel works on the Boydton plank road and at the
eromings of Halcher's run bave been materially strengih-
emed and multiplied since our reaonnoiseance of the same
pesitions in October last.

THE SECOND CORPS.

Mr. Wm. J. Stark’s Mpml-
HRADQUARTERS,

i e Fiein, Fob. 5, bt |

ORDERS YO PREPARE FOR A MAROW.
At g lats hour yestarday afterncon the Second and Third
wtvisiona of this corps, the former commanded by Brigadier
Goneral Bmyth, of Delaware, and the laiter by brevet
Major OGeneral Mott, of New Jersey, recelved orders
%o be ready to march ai balf-past six o'clock this
merning, with four days' rations on the persons of the
men.

THE TROOPS IN MOTION,

In socordance therewith the Lroops were in line
promptly at the hour, ar |, favored by one of the most
pleasant mornings It wu: ever my good fortune to wit-
peas, plarted upon the march. Accompanying the troops
wrare o certaln number of batteries, under command of
Léeutenant Colonel Hazard, Chief of Artillery, a portion
of the ambulance train of each division, & signal party,
and the requisite number of ammunition snd forage

wagona.
ROUYH OF MARCH
The head of the column, led by General Humphrey,
ding the Becond corps, moved down the Veughn
road, apd It soon became evident that Hatcher's run;
which, on acoount of previous affsirs st that polnt, had
become very familiar to the troops, was the immediate
point of destination. Arrived at the picket line, a bai-
falion of the Third Pennsylvania cavalry, under com-
mand of Major Frank Hess, jolned the column and took
the advance. The rebel pickels were soon met and
driven in without 1688, but foew shoka being exchanged.
THR COLUMN REACH HATCHER'S RUN—THE CROSFING.
On reaching the ford tho enemy was found intrenched

hes, Unvarying privations, hardships and exposures,
and assurance doubly sure of the impossibility to move
fur in any direction without encountering an obetlnate,
implacablo and unylelding fos.
THR EXPEDITIOMARY FORCE—MAJOR GENERAL WARNEN COM-
. MANDING,

We had not gone far before 1t becams evidens that a
caonsiderable expeditionary force comprised the entire
moving party. Boldly pushing Aheir way to the south of
us were regiments of cavalry, while portions of the
Becond corps were taking the Veughn road om our right.
Our course lay along the Halifax road. The whole ex-
pedition, It now became evident forther, was under com-
mand of Major Geperal Warren. Many began here to
surmise the destinstion and object of the expedition.
The developmenta thus far have thrown no certain light
on these two poinis; and If they had it would be contra-
band to make them known. Those who do know the
object—and they are very few—{eal confident of s suo-
ceesful acoomplishment.

PIRST ENOOUNTER OF THE EXENY.

Bix miles’ advance from our old camp brought the head
of our column to Rowanits creek, sbout iwenty feet
wide. Across It were visible the snemy's videites The
old bridge spanning It had been destroyed, and |t waa too
deep to be forded. Two trees were felled scross the
stream, and with boughs laid crosswise s temporary
bridge waa partially comstructed.

CHARGE OF GWYN'S ERIGADE
Brovet Brigadior General Gwyn's brigade, the Third of
the Second division, which led the advance, charged over
this bridge. And it wes & charge most splendidly and
gallantly made. The opposite bank was steep, &
belt of woods behind the edge of the oreck, rifle pita
looked frowningly from the height, and from behind
them oame the sharp crack of musketry. Unbeeding
these obstacles, and not knowing the force in readiness to
oppose them, General Gwyn's men pushed boldly acroas
this bridge, up the height into the rifle pits and woods
beyond. They killod several of the ememy, osaptured
twenty-two prisoners and lost but one killed and some
balf dozen ded. The d rebels belong Lo the
Sixt h North Caroll g I have not been able
yet Lo obtain the names of our killed and wounded.
OASU ALTIRS,

Among the wounded are Osptain Hent, commanding
Fourth Delaware regiment, sod Bergeant Lucon, Com-
pany O, One Hundred and Ninetieth Ponnaylvania regi-
ment. The formoer is only slightly woundoed; the Istter
will lose an arm.

CONFTRUCTION OF ERIDGNS.

After the troops had crossed the stream two bridges
wore constructed by the enginoer torps—one for the pas-
sage of the remaining Infantry, and the other of the am-
munition train sod ambulasces. There was no farther
obstacle to crossing, but the bullding of the bridges
caused considerablo delay.

GUERILLAS TN THE RRAR.
Montim's guerillas are sald to have already made their

o 2

wpon the opposite side, and the run rendered impassabl
%0 eavalry by obstructions placed in it Captain
of the Third, made a gallant attempt to cross, but
was unable to do 0. The First brigade of the
Third divislon was then ordered forward, and, arriving
mear the ford the, advance regimeni, the Nioety-
minth Pennsylvania, under Colonel Biles, formed
In line of battle, and, charging wscross, soon
sent the rebols flylng back to the woods The
eavalry passed over soon after, and pursued them some
distance without material result. Meanwhile the First
Prigade, taking up a position on the hill beyond the ford,
throw up intrenchmenta preparatory to reslsting any
sitack which might be made.

MOVEMENTS OF THE EBOOND DIVIRION.

While the events thus hastily recited were in pro.
gress, tho Socond divielon, under Geoeral Smyth, had

“Sakon & bypath 1o the Jeft of the Vaughn road, leading
%0 Armstrong's ford. On npearing the run at that point
the anemy's pickels were driven into thelr earthworks—
the Nineteenth Massachusetts being in the advance—
from which they were shortly driven by the Nineteenth
Maine and the Tonth New York. While skirmishing with
the enomy st this point, Second Lisuteuant Wm. Tibbita,
of the Nineteenth Massachusetts, was instantly killed by
o Minie bail.  Lieutenant Tibbits had recently been pro.
moted from & sergeant, and was known In his regiment
o ono of the bravest amang the brave.
JUNOTION OF THE LINES,

A lioe wan then formed Ing with the 8 A
prigade of the Third division on the left, the right of the
Becond division resting on the Third brigade of the Third
division, under brovet Brigadier General MoAllister,
which conuected with tho pickets of the First division,
which remained ll;hw!t:m previous o the move,
Barthworks wero then thrown up aud all necessary
preparations made to resist an attack,

LIGHT ARTILLERY FIRING,

At about two o'clock the enemy opened with arilllery
upon General Bmyth's line from a fort In hin front; but
the firing was very wild, doing no damage, and soon
pessal.  From that time until five o’clock, save an ocon-
glomal shot, all waa “‘quiet along the linea "

THR RNEMY ATTACKA

Al ihat hour s division of the enemy, which had been
Prought down from his left, made a Geros attack on the
Bocond brigade of the Fecond division and the Third
Brigade of the Third division, which continued without

© fnterruption until darkness closed the scene.  Again and
age'n, with that old familiar yoll, he oharged upon our

Rastily 0o strucied works, and each Umo was met by 80

App in our rear, lo pounce upon any soming from
or going back to our old camp,

PROGFECTS OF A RATTLE,
1 cannot opine where night will ind us. There is oan-
nonading on our right, and before the sun ainks behind
the distant pinee a great byt{ls may be fonght.

THE WEATHER PAVORANLE
There Is quite a change in thé weather since morning.
The wind han freshened, the air is chilly, but the troopa
are still in the best of spirita.  There has been very liktle
straggling.
CORRECTION TN RRGAKD TO THE DEATH OF GENRRAL GREOORY,
1 must spare a minute befors closing to make s corree.
tion. In a late despatch Iam made to announce the
doath of brevet Brigadier General Gregory, of the First
division. My pen should bave written—if it did nol—
brovet Brigadier General Wheelock, of the Third diviston,

THE SIXTH CORPS,

Mr. Oharles H. Hannam's Despatoh.
lw Anxr Oonre,
Nuan , Feb, 3, 1866,

INEPROTION OF CORPA TOSPITALS.

Major G 1 Mende, panied by a number of Eng.
lish ofMeers, visilod the Bixth corps hospitals yesterday,
The interior arrmngements and exterior doecoration n of
these hospitals have mever been surpassed, and the
Genera | commanding complimented the medieal
gentlemen in charge v Ighly on the aplendid eondi-

ton in which their Ishments were found.
Dr, 8 A Holman, Medieal Director of the Bixth
corps, haa recently beem breveted a Lisutenant Colonel.
DRATIN DURING TIK MONTH OF JANUARY, "
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THE TWENTY-FIFTH CORPS,

Mr. John A. Brady's Despatch.

e o Fomio, o, &, 1040

which the camps were kept. The Colonel made s carefal
inspection of the Twenty-ifth corps fying hospital,
under control of

A white' o jumper 1o desert
soldier—bounty jumper—ae g
ntbomn on the mraf Bhaw's brigade, Birney's
vision to-day, waa L]
This i the second case of the that

colored
has ocourred, and it is hoped it will be the last.
THE PRESS DESPATCH.
Huapquanrems, ARNY or TR PoroMac,
Fob, 5, 1866, }

The Army of the Potomac is once more o motion, and
ere this despatch reaches you the objecta intended to be
acoomplished will have been not only developed, but the
degree of succeas resulting will also no doubt be known
by thal time.

At three o'clock this morning the Fifth corps, pre-
ceded by Gregg's cavalry, started on ihe road Lo Ream's
station.

No force of the ememy was met on the route, but the
roads at vanous poinia were picketed by cavalry, all of
whom d as the col i d

About noon the crosk, over
which & bridge of considerable length had to be{con-
constructed, occupying 1 hours.

About three P, M. the Third Pennsylvania cavalry, under
Major Hess, were sent oul to make connection between
them and the Second corps, the Second and Third divi.
sions of which had gone out on the Vaughn road as far
as Hatcher's run, Lo demonstrate o that direction.

On reaching tho run, the First brigade of the Third di-
vision, of the Becond corpe, charged and took the line of
rifle pits on the west side, losing buta fow men, They
advanced about a mile across the run, driving the
enemy's ploketa before them. Here a strong line of
breastworks was erocted n a short time, making the
position perfectly pecure.

The Third Pennsylvania cavalry, after crossing & short
distance south of the Vaughn road, ndvanoced southward
and soon met & small forco in mmbush, which poured a
sharp volley into our men, killing two, it I8 said, and
wounding besides a number of horses. A part of the
Third division of tho Becond corps here came to the
support of the Third Pennsylvania cavalry and drove the
rebels off, and soon after a connection with the right of
tho Fifth corps was reported made.

Up to this timo vory little fighting had taken plaoce,
tho Fifth corps being scarcely engaged at all.

The Eecond divikion of the Fecond corpe, under Gen-
eral Smyth, before reaching Hatoher's run, turned to the
right and advanced in a northwestorly direction towards
Armstrong’s mill; but before going more than three-quar-
tors of a mile the onemy was discovared In a strong po-
rltion apd in considérable foree, four divisions of General
Gordon’s belng in the y.

Here some of our mon erected temporary breastworks
on part of the line, while the balance had only time to
throw up small French rifle pits.

fkirmiching wae golng onal this time between the
enemy and our sharpshooten.

Licutenant Morris, of the Tenth New York, was
wounded in the thigh and hand.

Lieutenant A. Bartlett, of the Fourteenth Connectleut,
waa killed.

A correspondent of the Nxw Yosx Hmurp, whose
mamo I did not learn, was captured, and, after being
Imuud,mum and peached our linesin
safety.

The enemy’s loss must have been very hoavy, as they
repeatedly charged our lines, each time suffering severely,

Wo took about twenty prisoners, some of whom report
having recelved orders lu the morning to keep o sharp
lookout, &g It was believed our army was on the move.

General Smyth deserves much praise for the manner.
in which he handled his division, being himself present
on the fleld, watching closely the movements of the
enemy and ever ready Lo moot abd defeat them.

The weather fto-night is clear and cold, and is just
maitable for & movement in this country.

WILMINGTON.

ok

Cook’s D

THE PEACE MISSION.

The Fortheoming Report of
the President.

Return of the Rebel Commis-
gioners to Richmond,

Particulars of the Passage of
Our Lines.

Nhe Rebels Evidently Not Expeeting
Their Early Return,

The Results of the Mission as Anm-
ticipated by the Rebels.

Mr. Seward Accnsed of Having a Design
on the Peace of Rebel Society and the
Morale of the Rebel Armies.

He Invites Negotiation in Order to Bow
Distrust of the Rebel Officials.

The Government the @Gainer by the

Transaction,

&o., &o., &o.

Our Bpecial Washington Despateh.
‘Wasmnarox, Feb. 7, 1865,

There appears to bo an obstinate determination to
tnsist that the recent peace oconference was & miserable
failure in all respacts, exoopt the firmnoess of the Presi-
dent in maintaining the integrity of the Union as the
only basis of any setilemoent. It will not be muny hours
before the report of the Prosident, in answer to the reso-
lution of the Senato, will set at rest all doubts as to
which 18 the correct view of tho case,

It is understood that the Becretary eof State has also
written to Mr. Adams, our Minister at London, a full
statement of what transpired at the conference, and what -
is sxpected to result therefrom. The small tattle of the
most seatterbralned and untrustworthy loungers in the
hotels and barrooms of Washington, s all opposed to the
idea of a favorsble rosult, and agreos very singularly
" with the tone of tho gold gamblers, whiose buM specuia-
tions aré spoiled by the statement of the real facts in the
case, The latter have been falrly stated in the Hxnanp's
despatch, made up from the most suthentic spurces of
information.

1t in true that the rebol commissioners argued strongly
for an armistico pending the mnegot ; but during
the sixteen hours of the conference all the collateral
issues wero onosidersd, and the commissioners returned
to Richmond to consult further. The eonference s,

Mr. Thomas M.
o - Fomr Fummm, Feb. 4, 1865,
GENERAL TEREY'S NEPORT,

Another northeasterly storm, of several days' con-
tinuance, has aoted as an effectual blockade to operations
hereabouts,. The leisure thus afforded has been Im-
proved, however, by General Terry in the prepamtion of
his official report of the capture of this position. The
report is & very simple, straightforward, business-like
narrative of the herole struggle of the littia force that so
pallantly overcame & seemingly impregnable position.
The report, like its distinguished author, s remarkably
free of jealousy. The General seoms at & loss to speak in
terms sufficlently eulogistic of the co-operstive services
of Admiral Portor and his naval flect. General Ames
receives very flattering mention, as do also Generals
Paine and Abbott, Colonels Curtis, Pennypacker, Chiel
Quartermaster Dodge and Lk t Colonel C: ik,
of General Grant's stafl, chief engineer of the expedi-
tion.

PORT ANDERSON,

The enemy in our front remains very quiet, seeming
perfectly matiafied with letting us alone. At Fort Ander-
son they are working like beavers, extending and
strengthening \hat work, Admiral Porter, on whom
it must devolve to reduce that poeition, sits quletly on
his fingship hing them, ing his people that
when the rebels have made the work sufficiently formi-
dable he will go at and take it. 1§ is & most notable fact
that in all his exp the Admiral has nover yet
moved against & fort that has withstood the attack. It is
true that many of his campaigns have been waged In co-
operation with Jand foroes; but up to this time be has
ably nesisted in the capture of upwards of eight hundred
guna from the rebels, s large number of which caplures

are polely butable to the esa, energy and akill of
tho Admiral and his command.
WORK OF THN NAYT,

Eince our ocoupation of the mouth of the Cape Foar
river tho navy has been industriously em in sound-
Inga.mlburrylnflaul the channels, which, owing to the
sandy beds of the rivors and bars, mconmurchnnr
{ng, and are now tially dim from the ch

Inid down In the Const Bu: charte.
laced on all the bars ur:'l'n the ri
ort Anderson.

NOTICR TO PTLOTS,
The Admiral has issued the following notioe to pilota,
which will be of service Lo shipmasters genorally ;—
mdha&wnn-mm [+
onTn
Unirp 8ra
Care Frar Riven, N, C,, Feb, 1, 1868,
The onter of séa buoy (a first class can, white and blank
}n wodicular siripes,) Is placed outside the bar in five
at

MNR Wi 'Y

Biack buoys Nos. 1 and 3, on the northeast énd of Onrolina
Ffhoal, mark the southarn of tu ohnmll , and should
o, close Lo

be parsed on the port hand, coml |
p'" Into Cape Fear river,

guide vessals mlu‘m -

a red nun tuny s st tha turn, off the south end o
a red buoy on its eastern edge mark.

Ing the best waler acroas

Poderal Polnt,
DAVID D. PORTER, Rear Admiral,
Commanding North Atlantle Squadron,

It shonld ba borne in mind by all ien interestod
that vessels destined for this port should not be frelghted
to a deeper draught than ten though in very high
tides aud still waler sleven fest may be Lrw'ht over the
bar by careful pllotages and lurk,

Another good work the Admiml (s engaged In 1a re-
Em!us tho lights in this vieinlty. Bome of the light

oupes—the one on Smith'a Island, another near Hmith-
ville, and o third In the river above Smithvillo—are yet
standing, nnd bave been issuod to have them
lighted. Requisitions have also been sent 1o Washing-
ton for lenzes for the positions where lighthouses and
beacons have been destroyed. These will bo set up in

Huoys are now
ver aa high up as

About hall past four o'clock the rebel batieries opened
for the purpose of developing our position and strength;
but no reply was made,

The rebels at longth appeared, advanecing in line of
buttle, with a strong skirmish Hoe thrown out in ad.
vaooe. Our mon wore all ready for them, and as they
charged In handsome siyle scroms tho open fleld they
rocelved such a galling fire as 1o cause them to fall back
|n disorder, leaving many dead and wounded on the fleld.

Afer repeating the aitempt to dislodge our men, and
failing each time, a rebel force was sent round (o turn
the right flank of the division. Colonel Murphy, of the
Sixty-ninth New York, commanding the Second brigade,
wae posted here, with his right resting on & wwamp, and
was fully prepared for such & movement Here, again,
the rebels suffered severe lowm, wa thoy atlempted o
break our line. They wers finally foroed to give it up,
and soon after dark firing ceased, the rebels falling back
to their works

Our loss during the day was quite Nght, probably mot
over & hundred altogether, although the exact number in
not known,

OColonal Murphy was wounded In the knes, not sovere.
Iy, while giving ordors to hia men. His Assistant Adjo-
tant General, Lieuwtenant MeTavigh, was )

porary A8 quickly as possible.
REPORTS OF RENKL DERERTRRS,

C bands and d i to eome withln our
lines in large numhrj bringing the usual stories of dew-
titution, distroms and discouragement.

PROTOARATTIN OF TIR CAFTUIKD REREL WORKA.

Apropos of General Terry's report. 1 had nearly for.
gotten to mention that Messra. Gardner & Company,
the army llhwﬂll‘- bave been seut here by Gen.
eral Grant 1o o a &r:luor viows of Fort Fislfer.and
the other works lu this vicinity for the embiliishment of
thoglieutenant Goneral's report, Mr, W, H. Sullivan
fora long time with the b unrters of the gArmy of
the Potomac, in now here taking the negatives. The
worios will embraoe thirly or forty pictures.  1f pormis-
wion shall be granted o maltiply pletares from thess
negatives, Messra, Gardner & Co., will find 1t a dificult
tank to salify the public demand for them. They will
be tho most inleresting pmluuz

News from Cincinnatl,
THR KENTUCKY STATE TROOPS DISDANDED—AID
FOR BOLDIERS' PAMILIEE, ¥TC.
Civcrxwan, Feb, 7, 1808

fianeral Burbridge has iasusd an order disbanding the
Blate troups of Kentucky.

Thomaa H. whﬂm.. of the Leg ure from
Lhin eounty, was among the killed by the accklont on the
Marietia Rallromd,

seriea the war bas

wounded,

Lieutenant Grabam, of (he Fourteenth Conneclieut,
wan wounded In the breast soverely.

Lioutenant Wi, TWobitta, uf the Mineteonth Massach u-
satia, Waa miliod

An ' porformanca teok place at Pike's Opera
House last night for the banefit of soldiors’ famillea. 14
wid & grand affsir.  An immonse sudionce was prosent,

herefore, only adj d, but mot by nny means con-
cluded, and there wro facta known confidentially s to
the views and wishes of prominent lesders of the rebel-
lion which warrant the belief that pesce Is sttainable
by these negotiations.

In the meantime the war is being proseculed with
greater vigor than ever on the part of the federal su-
thorities, as the bost auxiliary (o Its speedy and succees-
ful termination. While willing, and even anxious, to
nvoid further bloodshed and desolation, the gover
is determined to abate in no degree the earnost prosecn-
tion of the war durlug the pending of peace negotiationa

Mr. 8. Cadwallader's Despatch.
Crrr Porrr, Feb. 6, 1885,
RNTURN OF TIN PRACE COMMIBRIONERS TO KICNMOND.
The rebel peace commimioners returned from their in-
terview with Presideot Lincoln and Secretary Eewnrd at
Fortress Monros, on night before last, and pr ded to

delay on the army lines, the commissionern were trans-
ferred to the care and attention of Commander Mitchell,
of the rebel Navy, commanding the rebel flotils in the
James river. Here, of couses, our asthorities lost sight
of tham,

VARINA,

tho point whenee the rommissioners bet out directly for
. Richmond, is s pisce of some historical importance. It
\1a ono of the ancient plantations on the James river,
'@itusted near Duteh Gap, and ombraces twenty-lhree
hundred acres of wrable land. It was the former
gite of the Court House wherein the renowned patriol,
Patrick Heory, used to charm and delight the ancient
aristocracy of the proud Old Dominion with his lustrous
and vigarous cloguence. The spos will be chiefly meme-
rable in the history of the present confiics as she site of
the chief poiut whore €olonel Muiford has froms Ume o
time negotinied the oxohange ol prisoners of war sinee
the comumencement of hostilisien

FHE  OOMMIBSIONERS

upon thelr rotnrn were o the best of spirits, and endered

| fullysnd pesttully inw the geauine and luxuricus hos

pitality of tho distinguished Union officer delegated by
the Prealdent (o eptertaln them. They convemsad upon
topics other than the absorbing one with comsidershie
freedom—Mr. Vico President Stephens, I believe, ven-
turing the bope thal gresit good might come of the st-
tempt just ended to pacify the belligerent sections
Great jon was 4 ly exp d by the
commissionom for the private and public sharsoter of
Lisutenant General Grant, whose trestment of them,
wocially and otherwise, was alleged by them to have been
of the most exalied ch Thelr upon the
New York appeared to one lurking about there exceed-
ingly quiet and unpretending, and their deportment
whaolly dignifled.

In this conoection the following poinied and pro-
phetic extract from the speech of the rebal Viee Pres
dent in the (ieorgia Siate Convention urging that the
act of secession should not be passed, is not withoutl W
appositeness and meaning:—

This ste .im-lan; once taken, can nover be re-
called; and all the baneful consequences that must fol-
low will rest on the Copvention for all coming thme,
When we and our posterity shall see our lovely Bouth
desoluted by the demon of war, which this act of yowrs
will fnevitably Invite and call forth: when oar green
fields of waving harvests shall be trodden down by the
murderous goldiery and fiery car of war sweeping over
our land; our temples of justico laid io ashes; ull the
horrors nnd desolations of war upon us, who but this
Convention will be held responsiblie for IL and who but
he that shall give his vote for this unwise and 1i-Limed
moasare shall be beld to sirict sccount for thia sulcidal
act by the present generation, and prohhi;;umﬁ and
exvcrated by posterity in all coming time, the wida
and desolating run that will ipevitably follow this med
you now propose to perpetrate?

Rebel Accounts,

THE REBELE ANTICIPATING NIGHLY @OLORED
ETORIES OF THE PEAUE MISSION FROM NORTHERN
PAPERS,

[From the Richmond Examiner, Feb. 4.

Tt must not be forgotten that while Measm. Stephens,
Hunter and Campbell are within the enemy’s lines, the
enemy has a wonopoly of all public nows coming to us
regurding those “‘commlissioners,” their
proposals, admissions and dh That ju to say, the
commisstoners are, during the whols Lime, a piees of pro-
perty in the hands of the Washington 'government,
:}”ﬁ o adents” of N m‘f o

ashington correspo of New

other eaterprising manafaoturers of mﬂm-

take eare to keep us well

Ygtartiing developmente,’ in

cliement on the

month 0

E

be to disorganize our army and divide our 3
sow distrust both of confo public oficials
geuerals commanding our armies, by coptinual
ments of what haa been afinned, or , or hinted
by the three ‘‘commissioners,” or some ope of them, no
contradiction of those statoments being able to
I.l::!tﬂ!‘lnl and
He koew that the federal
o pain by & and fhe t-m
I md io n well m.:“ and of
ul upioa g room, m
u.lﬂ:;&muhmnmhnnm ave
l'rmo; r;-dlhdrlul .tb t:::-“mt gon-
»u n y
tlemen st uhinmmmnm they may
hope, by dexterous use of their opportunities and
manufacture of facts and rumors, Lo soo the

by that time—both army and W
‘nn “‘:::tlznu }uﬂ.m{ml:nm f d-ml -
) L}
paign—every :tate suspecting an lﬂrﬂiﬂl‘ overy
mmgummu-mﬂum
best terms that can be oblained, and
the country. Somotimes the startling dov.
be sent 1o us through Grant's picket Mnes In
tl..lm;hw;ly;ammu- in the W;inh Hon
ein ¢ or Uhicago ne! w L laballed
“Benatobia,”’ wherever u..:_E; and :pln:u.l be secretly
in the siriclast

Alken's Landing early in the forenoon in charge of Lieat.
Ool. Babeock, of General Grant's stafl. They were then
tarned over to Lieut. Col. Mulford, to be conveyed by

him through the lioea by flag of truce. * Thus endeth
the first lesson."
Very little |s known ing thewr ption by the

President, or what transpired during the interview,
Major Eckart came In advance from Washington with the
information that the President and Secrotary Seward
would meet them at Fortress Momros. They did so
arrive during the night, after Messrn. Stephens, Hunter,
and Campbell reached there. A lug took the party
aboard the Presidential boat about ton o'clock A. M, Mr,
Heward greeted the party cordially and introduced those
who were unacquainted with the President. Their recop-
tion was courteous and kindly, and their stay on the
boat protracted tll Iate In the afternoon. Ko fur as could
bo ascertained the meeting was ao informal one through-
out, conducted in ordinary eonversational styls, inter-
larded with rominescences, and entiroly froe from
unpleasant asperities of every character whatever.
Their leave taking was attended with the ordinary civill-
ties between gentlemen, and the whole affair appoared to
pans off pleasantly, if not satisfactorily.

The 7 lvea surprised at
the unassuming deporiment of General Graol, and fro-
quently spoke of lLis courteons affability.

Mr. William H. Merriam’s Despateh.

Gevoian Onn's Hrangt
Feb. 4—Evening.

After patient |avestigation I am enabled to send you
some Interesting particulars concerning the return move-
ments of the pesce commissioners in Lhis vicinity, on
thair way to report progress to Mr. Davis, at Richmond
Rosoarches upon this point have been all the more dif.
cult, owing to the ineagnile charseter of all their proceed-
ings, 80 far as the outside world and the army are con-
cerned, compelling personal watchfulness in order to
obtain the facts.  Everybody who would peem entitled,
by virtue of high official position, to know all about the
timo and the place relating to thom and thelr move-
ments, has felt constrained to wignify an eapocial reti.
cence and to look wise, very likely without knowing
himself any more than T did provious o seiting ous
to jsther the following facta:—

Aftar the close of the lulerview botweon the Prosident
of the United States, Mr. Secrotary Beward and the rebel
commissionors, the Iatter were sent to the headgnurters
of Lieutenant Genoral Grant, st City Point, in the flag-
ship Molly Martin, panied by Li t Colonel
Babeock, of the Genoral's staff of the armies of the
United States. After a briel Interview with the Liou.
tenant Gonoral they wern forwarded by him to Varina,
whare they were recelved and talion charge of by Colonel
John E. Malford, agent of the United States for exchange,
who waa charged with the duty of transferring the com-
missioners {.om the Union to the rebol lines,  Aftor ashort
conversation between Col. Malford and Col, Robert Ould,
rebel agent for hange, the g wern rocoived
on the United States flag of truee steamer New York, to
await the arrival of the rebel stoamor that wad'to bear
them ap the Jamos under the customary flag for the oes.
sation of hostilien.  During thelr say upon the New
York, where they occapied the aparimenta of Colonel
Mulford, by whom | hear they were socially and sump-
tuously treated, the commissioners recaived a call from
Major General E. 0. €, Ord, eommanding the Departmont
of Virginia and the Army of the James, who romained
aboard litthe more than half an hour, and who proffersd
them every facility and courtesy within his per-
sonal and officlal reach. After waltlng several hours
for i appesranos of COolonel Ould's truce bout,
Colonel Mulford determined to escort them (brough
our linen by land. Asung upon this determination, ho
dod with the party, under flag of truce, to Cba-

and the ipta d o b $4,000 and §7,000.
The part of Hamlot was porformed by Li Gover- | pr
wor Anderson.

pia's farm, whers. in seassannce of assiber mroleaged |

by intelligent ladies nqn:h w“%
y in or gen on, o across
linea to testl(y thelr “sympathy’’ aod do a stroke of baal-

ness.
=uch in the pernicioun and disorganizing mach
which Mr. Day| lﬂluml‘mmm‘ t-unm
he permitted Mr, Blair w0 come Into our lines withous.
cutinls to treat, only with facllities to intrigue, and 1o
ive h 4 hinta and promises, and vague invita-
us; all ending in the appointment of three infOuential
confedernto gentiemen, W go and place theinselves in the
unewt:a'; hm‘mdmmer emnjlwln d.“: contm and
L a vasl #yrlem of cann vised
Of churse the Preshlent has mn; L hlml?:uhhm
f L S Bialr as having sent commis-
foners nglon, would not
be recvived there unless they came i:!i-“r rub-
mission. The most widely circulatod npewspapes
In all the North says expresdy that Blalr made
Mr. Davis understands that Lincoln would give a hear-
ing to Southiern men only who came “to trest for peace
upun the basis of submission to the Unjon.” It may be
wald that this is not true; probably not.  We expect no
truth at all, not ooe word, to come to us from the
enemy's country upon the suby) of these p ne-
gotintons: but it e emsy to poreeive the evil conse-
quences of such a statement boing belleved, even for &
fow days, by citizecs and by soldiers: and If sy evil
it from bk, who s W0 blame ¥ The man who admitied
a wcheming Yankes to croep and prowl about Loero, snd
to seduce him into this dark and doubtful way of ip-
formal conferoncen.  Yankeos are to be dealt with “by
the card,’’ o be conversed with by the way of wrilten
documents, to be hold to the “ltera sripla,” and even
then they will generally cheat you
Even before they had any intelligence in the North
that gur three commissioners were to go to Washington,
or had even been named, the stirring and starthiog news
manufuctured had already comnmenced. The Orst #
men cama round 0 as by way of Moblle, and was to the
effuct that Lineoln bad, on his ride, named threa coms
missloners (unofficial of course—that s to aay three pris
vale gentlemen) to meot our throe unoMeial and
o confer with them: one of the three on the ern
wide being Franklin i'lems, & man who has always main-
tained the right of the Svuth W kecede and to vindicate
her independence in arme  This was patarally deem.
ed & most Judicious kind of eanard to set Ny
amm\a. § calculated Lo cause those who
it to think our independence was just golng Lo bo recog-
nl or Lincoln would never call Mr. Pierce inko coun-
ell. ‘all, the story |# undoubledly false; so will be the
story arriving to-day; so espocially the ramors that will
be sure Lo pervada our sireets to morrow, and v, day
while the Commisionurs remain in the hands of that
Iying Yankes nation, It la necesary, therefore, (o warn
I{I readors that they should bellove absolutely nothing
whilch they hear at this period on the subject of peace
negotintions or prace provpects,  Our government Ml‘
by its own act, sstablichied a groat laboratory of lies; pu
nopr on le;, opened up o M of sensa-
Uonal romors; and we must now stand adde until the
foul flood has passed by, and endeavor to fix our minds
upon the real interest of the moment—that |8, propars-
Uon for the campaign In mpring.

THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.

RAatification of the Constitutionnl Amend=-
ment by the Malne Leglslatare.
Auucera, Mo, Feb, 7, 1565,
The Maine Legislature to.day ratifled the constitutional
amandment abolishing slavery, and a saluto of ono bun-
drod guna wis fired in honor of (he event

Ths New Jersey Legislature and the
Amendment.

Tarxrox, N, J., Feb, T, 1888,
Mhrkarw-ﬂym:wwumm
encloslng a copy of the joint resclution passed by Con-
grem In rogard Lo the constitutional amendment Lo abol-
m;:il..ll':zn-u Mr. Seovel moved that the Committes on
Foderal Reiations report on it on Thursday. Benators
Chandlor, Buckley sod Rundolph opposed immediate so-
Won. Vetne T
Mr Scovel replied, eharging that the power which
ruled Now Jersoy wanted delay, promising threo volea
for a republican Eenator and for this amendment He
could niok lend himself o mich & bargaln. §s would oot
be kept.

Tho wotion wan lost, Senators Jenkine and Konnadyy
(dema ) and Boovel and Horsar, (reva.) vollag fes W,




